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Knorr-Bremse and Dongfeng Auto Parts are extending their cooperation and including steering systems and related activities in their joint venture, which was established in 2015 to focus on the production of air brakes for commercial vehicles. At the same time, the two companies are increasing their investments in research and development in the field of autonomous driving and exploiting the available synergies with the aim of responding to the growing demand for automation and connectivity in the transport sector. \"The joint venture has grown considerably over recent years,\" says Dr. Peter Laier, Member of the Board of Knorr-Bremse with responsibility for the commercial vehicle systems division. \"We have worked closely with Dongfeng to develop products and solutions that are designed to meet the specific requirements of the Chinese market. Introducing steering systems into the joint venture is an important step for us which will help us to play a key role in the Chinese market for commercial vehicle steering solutions.\"Peter Laier© Knorr Bremse
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The new chassis dynamometer emissions testing center belonging to FEV in Alsdorf (Germany) has come into operation. The facility makes it possible for the company to run emissions and range tests on the basis of the latest legal standards. It has a four-wheel chassis dynamometer for emissions and range testing in accordance with current legislation in Europe, the USA, China, Japan and India. The measuring and testing equipment is designed for powertrains of conventional vehicles as well as for those of hybrid and electric vehicles. The total vehicle testing area available (chassis dynamometer, conditioning area and mobile emissions testing station) is approximately 1600 m². It can accommodate up to 64 vehicles and is divided into three different temperature zones ranging from -30 to +50 °C. The testing areas are equipped with charging stations for hybrid and electric vehicles.Up to 64 vehicles can be examined on the test area© FEV
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BFFT Aeromotive, a company that has its headquarters in Gaimersheim (Germany), is now operating under the name Edag Aeromotive. The company is a 100-% subsidiary of Edag with sites in Ingolstadt, Gaimersheim, Manching and Friedrichshafen (all Germany). It provides services to customers from the aerospace and defense industries that include developing, producing and validating system environments for testing, analysis and evaluation applications. \"Our inclusion in the Edag Group, an engineering service provider in vehicle and production plant development, opens up new synergies for us and our customers and gives us access to the worldwide Edag network and its comprehensive engineering expertise in developing automotive and other manufacturing facilities,\" says Ralf Rudolf, Chief Executive Officer of Edag Aeromotive.The Edag Group intends to take greater advantage of in-house synergies© Edag
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At the start of 2020, the Asap Group made changes to its organization which included extending key account responsibilities to board level. In order to meet the needs of its strategic partner ZF Friedrichshafen and to accommodate the growth of its Munich site, the responsibilities of the two directors at its Ingolstadt site (both Germany) have been redefined. Robert Werner will take over the BMW key account and will also assume responsibility within Asap for the XA division (autonomous driving) of ZF with immediate effect. At the same time, he will become Head of the Asap Munich site. Responsibility for the Audi key account and the E division (electric mobility) of ZF will lie with Christian Schweiger from now on. \"The purpose of the change was to tighten up the responsibilities at a top management level and to improve the efficiency of our key account structures,\" says Schweiger. \"In the future, our customers will have only one contact person, which will make the situation clearer for them.\"Asap\'s headquarters© Asap
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The supervisory board of BMW AG has appointed Frank Weber as a new member of the board of management. On July 1, 2020, he will take on responsibility for the development division. Weber, who has a degree in mechanical engineering, joined the BMW Group in 2011 as Head of Total Vehicle Development and has more recently been responsible for the Rolls-Royce product line and BMW luxury class cars. He previously held various management positions at other car manufacturers, primarily in the field of development. Weber succeeds Klaus Fröhlich, who is retiring at the age of 60 after more than 30 years with the company, also leaving the ATZ Scientific Advisory Board.Frank Weber© BMW
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A Feat of Strength {#Sec7}
------------------

Covid-19 has hit our society and our economy hard. The virus has changed the world and our lives at a speed that no one would have thought possible just a few weeks ago. These changes are giving us the opportunity to think about the actions that we take on a national and an international level.**Dr. Johannes Liebl** Editor in Charge ATZ \| MTZ \| ATZelectronics

By relocating production facilities to other countries we have been able to manufacture goods more cheaply. But this makes us dependent. The coronavirus has shown us that we need to think very carefully about which products we manufacture outside our own country and which we consciously choose not to. Because in the future every country needs to be in the position to ensure that it has its own emergency supplies.

The economy of Germany, which is a major export nation, has been put into an induced coma. The government is helping to safeguard jobs and protect businesses by providing financial support. These measures are in part possible because the automotive industry, which has often been the subject of criticism, has put a lot of money into the public coffers in the past by means of its products and its jobs. The taxes the industry has paid on its considerable profits over recent years are making an important contribution to the financial aid.

In Chinese, \"weiji\" means crisis and \"jihui\" means opportunity. Both share the sign \"ji\" for \"moment,\" \"opportunity,\" or \"chance.\" The fact that every crisis can also present an opportunity is well known, and not just in China. China will continue to transform itself and will emerge even stronger. But we must make sure that this does not lead to our companies being sold off. After the slowdown we need to pick up speed again in order to minimize the impact of the problems caused by the setbacks. Our businesses need to rediscover their innovative ability and act judiciously. We can look forward to an unprecedented feat of strength.
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Stephan Weng will assume the role of Board Chairman of Preh GmbH from July 1, 2020. He succeeds Christoph Hummel, who has resigned his post for health reasons. In the interim, Michael Roesnick will continue to hold the position of CEO until Weng joins the company. Previously, Weng acted as COO for the automotive supplier BCS-Automotive Interface Solutions, a spin-off from ZF. Prior to that, he held CEO positions including at Getrag and Knorr-Bremse. Weng graduated in engineering and business and has many years of experience in the Asian automotive market gained in particular in management positions within the Bosch Group. The Preh Group will subsequently be managed by Weng as CEO, Rui Marques Dias (CFO), Jochen Ehrenberg (CTO) and Zhengxin Cai (COO).Stephan Weng© Preh
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The BPW Group has acquired a stake in UZE Mobility. The start-up based in Bremen (Germany) is setting up a worldwide big data marketplace using AI to collect and market environment and mobility data from all types of vehicles. The aim is to create new business models across all industries from mobile outdoor advertising to smart homes and weather services. Markus Schell, Managing Partner of BPW, explains: \"What unites us with UZE Mobility is a holistic, multi-dimensional perspective on mobility and logistics. The future of the transport and logistics industry lies in the intelligent use of data. Together with UZE Mobility and its partners, we can develop technologies that will enable our customers to use environment and mobility data, for example, to create secure, efficient and sustainable transport systems.\"Markus Schell© BPW
